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General Anaesthesia and Local Analgesia and Sedation in Dentistry. L. Kaufman, J. H. Sow ray and J. P. Rood; Butler & Tanner, London; Blackwell Scientific Publications, 1982, 214 Berkeley St., Carlton, Vic. 3053; $26.50; pp. 170 ; 220 x 150. This book has been written by three authors -an anaesthetist and two oral surgeons. It is similar in content to two other books that have previously been published, "Pain Control" by Norman Trugger (an American oral surgeon); and "Clinical Dental Anaesthesia" by James Bell (an Australian anaesthetist). This book has a markedly English practice bias whilst that of "Pain Control" an American bias, and "Clinical Dental Anaesthesia" an Australian, in particular Melburnian, bias.
The writers have set out to provide an up-to-date brief guide to the methods of pain control in dentistry without sacrificing accuracy. The chapters are set out in an orderly manner so that there is a natural progression from beginning to end. It includes a brief outline of history, physiology and a chapter on the choice of method to produce analgesia or anaesthesia, thus enabling the reader to be aware that pain control in dentistry is not simply a matter of one technique being available -a technique that depends on which country one practises in.
Although all techniques are discussed, the two most commonly used methods have the most chapters devoted to them, e.g. there are six chapters on local anaesthesia -instruments, pharmacology, techiques and problems being covered; and general anaesthesia is also discussed in the same veinapparatus, pharmacology, techniques and complications. Equipment is that predominantly used in England and therefore certain syringes and anaesthetic machines are mentioned that are not used here in Australia and certain machines and circuits that are used here are not mentioned. Overall it is a good basic clinically orientated book that has not sacrificed accuracy for brevity -although certain statements would be better interpreted if one had some prior basic knowledge of the subject and certain other statements are made dogmatically that do have some controversy surrounding them.
In summary this book would be valuable reading for both dental undergraduates and dentists involved in practices using sedation, and also for anaesthetic registrars doing the second part of the F.F.A.R.A.C.S. It would give these students a wellrounded view and enable them to select the most suitable method of pain relief for a patient considering the dental work, the operator and conditions. D. I. WRIGHT Australian Animal Toxins. Struan K. Sutherland; Oxford University Press, 7 Bowen Cres., Melbourne, Vic. 3000; $95.00; pp. 527; 235 x 160. It is difficult when asked to review the work of a colleague and personal friend in case one compromises the review or the friendship. Fortunately "Australian Animal Toxins" is a book of such quality that a review can be undertaken without fear of such compromise. Few medical texts (the only other that springs to mind is the now outof-print Gillespie's "Endotracheal Anaesthesia") fulfil the role of standard reference and practical manual and yet remain delightfully entertaining to read. Dr. Sutherland has produced such a book. The book contains general chapters on envenomation and then a detailed dossier of some 154 creatures great and small that lurk in wait for careless or unwary Australians. These chapters contain details of habitat, distribution, habits, venom toxicology and treatment. The human effects of the venom are illustrated with interesting case reports ranging from the tragic to the bawdy. In addition a comprehensive range of references is provided.
